
 

 

 
 
 

Revelation 18 Study Guide 
 
 
In Revelation 17, we saw Babylon rise and then fall. It's like a symbol of religious and spiritual corruption. First, 
people used it, then they rejected it. But Babylon isn't just one thing—it's a mix of religion, commerce, and 
more. Just like its harlot image, it holds power worldwide but will eventually be destroyed. 
 
This chapter serves as a solemn tribute—a mournful melody—expressing grief and sorrow for the downfall and 
ruin of Babylon.  
 
What exactly is Babylon? It's interpreted in various ways: 
 
1) It symbolizes the entirety of the godless system associated with the Antichrist. 
2) Some identify it with Rome. 
3) Others see it as Jerusalem. 
4) There's also the notion of a rebuilt Babylon along the Euphrates River. 
 
While I lean towards option #1 (I don’t hold this perfectly), the possibility of #4 cannot be easily disregarded. 
 
We will break this down like an old hymn from The Baptist Hymnal – three stanzas! 
 
++++++++++ 
 

Stanza 1: addresses God's severe judgment upon the great prostitute (Revelation 18:1-8). 
 
18:1-2 
 



 

 

John witnesses a mighty angel sent by God, "coming down from heaven" with "great authority," illuminating 
the earth with divine glory (Revelation 18:1). The angel declares with a powerful voice, "Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great" (Revelation 14:8; 17:5), signifying the end of a prideful and wicked system driven by worldly 
desires (Revelation 18:1-2). 
 
While describing a future event, the use of the past tense emphasizes the certainty of Babylon's fall, echoing 
biblical passages such as Isaiah 21:9 and Jeremiah 51:8 (Revelation 18:2). The once-great city becomes a 
dwelling place for demons, unclean birds, and detestable beasts (Revelation 18:2).  
 
18:3 
 
Sexual immorality serves as a metaphor for spiritual unfaithfulness, symbolizing a love affair with worldly idols 
(Revelation 17:14). Nations and rulers are intoxicated by their passion for these idols, while merchants are 
enticed by the allure of luxury (Revelation 17:2). People engage in a dangerous liaison with the seductive allure 
of wealth, unaware of its corrupting influence (Revelation 17:2). Unless we remain faithful to the Lamb, we 
cannot break free from this grip of idolatry (Revelation 17:14).  
 
From Nelson: “Hosea’s prostitute-wife was picture, too, of Israel’s immorality.” 
 
18:4-5 
 
John hears "another voice from heaven," urging God's people to separate themselves from the corrupt world 
(Revelation 18:4). Failing to do so will lead to participating in her sins and facing her punishments (Revelation 
18:4). Isaiah 52:11 and Jeremiah 51:45 echo this call to depart from sin and save oneself from divine wrath 
(Revelation 18:4). The sins of the corrupt system have reached staggering heights, and God remembers them 
all (Revelation 18:5). Sharing in her sins means sharing in her punishment; staying with her invites suffering 
(Revelation 18:4). The time for healing is over; it's time to flee (Revelation 18:4). 
 
From Nelson: “This is very similar to how the angles led Lot and his family out of Sodom.” 
 
18:6-8 
 
The judgment of Babylon finds mention in the Old Testament (Psalm 137:8; Jeremiah 50:14-15, 29; 51:24, 26). 
God will repay the wicked city for its deeds, even giving her double for what she has done (Revelation 18:6). 
"Double the double" signifies complete retribution, punishing her fully for her intentions and actions 
(Revelation 18:6). 
 
In verses 7-8, the judgment extends, as Babylon's self-indulgence and pride warrant proportional torment and 
mourning (Revelation 18:7-8). Her arrogance contrasts with humble dependence and sacrificial love (Proverbs 
29:23; Isaiah 5:15; 1 Peter 5:6). Her boast mirrors ancient Babylon's in Isaiah 47:7-8, declaring perpetual 
sovereignty (Revelation 18:7-8). 
 
Due to her pride, Babylon will face swift and severe punishment—death, mourning, famine, and fire—because 
"mighty is the Lord God who has judged her" (Revelation 18:8; Isaiah 47:9). Despite her arrogance, her 
downfall is inevitable. Those indulging in immorality and greed will face divine judgment, as warned by Jesus 
(Matthew 6:19-20; Luke 6:24). 
 



 

 

+++++++++++ 
 

Stanza 2: The Earth Mourns for the Great Prostitute (Revelation 18:9-20) 
 
Our deepest hates unveil our true loves. Those immersed in worldly priorities despised God and adored the 
prostitute. Driven by greed and self-interest, their narcissism shaped their desires and worldview. Suddenly, 
everything they cherished is lost in an instant, causing unbearable grief. While mourning Babylon's demise, 
their sorrow primarily centers on personal loss—it's all about themselves, not others. 
 
Verses 9-20 present three lamentations over Babylon's abrupt downfall. The rulers (vs. 9-10), businessmen (vs. 
11-17), and those involved in shipping (vs. 17-19) weep for their fallen idol, their god. These verses echo 
Ezekiel 27, capturing the sorrow expressed over the destruction of Tyre. 
 
18:9-10 
 
The rulers of the earth indulged in intimacy with the prostitute, lured by her offerings and worldly pleasures. 
They embraced her idols of "sexual immorality" and lived lavishly with her. However, her destruction prompts 
their lamentation, distancing themselves from their former lover out of fear of her torment (Revelation 18:10, 
15, 17). 
 
Realizing they were merely exploiting her as she did them, they now stand at a distance, fearing to be 
consumed by her demise. They mourn the downfall of mighty Babylon, recognizing that its judgment arrived 
swiftly in a single hour (Revelation 18:10, 16, 19). Just like the sudden collapse of the World Trade Center 
towers, this godless system of idolatry and wickedness crumbles instantaneously, leaving mankind shocked and 
horrified. Their pursuits are abruptly taken away, and their trust is shattered forever. These rulers, along with 
others, played the fool in their pursuit of worldly pleasures. 
 
18:11-17 
 
Perhaps, following a collapse of the global economic system, chaos spreads. Major financial hubs like New 
York, London, Tokyo, and Beijing witness market crashes and closures. Despite available goods, nobody can 
afford them anymore (think of Germany in the 1920s after WWI). The merchants, symbolized by what we may 
call “Wall Street” experts, are left mourning as their goods remain unsold (Revelation 18:11). 
 
Verses 12-13 detail 29 items of wealth across seven categories, including precious metals, fabrics, ornaments, 
fragrances, food items, animals, and even human slaves. The vast number of slaves in the Roman Empire 
reflects the depths of human depravity, treating souls as mere commodities for labor and entertainment 
(Revelation 18:12-13). 
 
Their coveted treasures and investments vanish, leaving behind only sorrow and loss. Everything they lived for 
disappears, never to be recovered (Revelation 18:14). Remarkably, this verse contains the first of seven double 
negatives in the chapter, emphasizing the irretrievable nature of their loss (Revelation 18:14). 
 
Like the kings, the merchants also stand at a distance, fearing the city's torment. They join in mourning and 
lamentation, astonished that such a magnificent city could be destroyed in a single hour. Their assumption of 
its eternal existence blinds them to the reality that only those who do God's will endure forever (Revelation 
18:15-17). 



 

 

 
+++++++++++ 
 

Stanza 3: Angels rightfully proclaim the complete destruction awaiting the great prostitute (Rev. 18:20-24) 
 
We align our loves and hates with God's. God detests the evil and murderous city of Babylon, and so should 
we. Thus, our perspective on her judgment and destruction differs from the world's, as verse 20 shows. We 
"rejoice" along with heaven, saints, apostles, and prophets because "God has given judgment for us against 
her." The prayer of Revelation 6:10 is answered! Our joy stems from the justice and righteousness of God's 
judgment, not from the eternal and spiritual death of lost souls. 
 
It's crucial to note: God, not humanity, avenges wrongdoing (Romans 12:19). The stage is now set for the final 
segment of chapter 18, a solo song sung by a single angel. The refrain, voiced six times, resounds: "No more." 
Each instance in Greek is a double negative. 
 
18:21 
 
For the third time, a "mighty angel" emerges (Revelation 5:2; 10:11) and casts a massive millstone into the sea. 
It sinks to the depths, never to resurface—a symbol of Babylon's irreversible judgment and fate. The great city 
will be forcefully cast down and "will be found no more." Her disappearance is permanent, leaving no trace 
behind. 
 
18:22 
 
The music fades away. The sounds of harpists, musicians, flute players, and trumpeters "will be heard in you no 
more." Song and dance come to an end because there's nothing left for the earth-dwellers to celebrate. A 
haunting silence descends upon the fallen world. 
 
Craftsmen cease their work, and the sound of the mill and daily labor comes to a halt. There's no more activity; 
nobody works. Industries stand idle, and the economy has collapsed into a depression unlike any the world has 
ever experienced. 
 
18:23 
 
No one needs to extinguish the lights in Babylon, for "the light of the lamp will shine in you no more." 
Darkness envelops the ruined city as it is deserted and forsaken. No visitors come anymore, no more revelry or 
festivities. It's all darkness now, complete darkness. 
 
The hope of new life, of a rebirth, is not in her future. There are no more falling in love or marriages. 
 
The prostitute's judgment is just. Her merchants once exuded arrogance and pride as "the great ones of the 
earth." But not anymore! Moreover, all nations were deceived and led astray by her sorcery, her magic spells. 
She bewitched the nations and led them into destructive foolishness. Now that she is exposed, no one regards 
or respects her. Her merchants were once great, but not anymore. Her sorceries worked for a time, but not 
anymore. 
 
18:24 



 

 

 
This woman is acquainted with blood, but not the redeeming blood of Christ. Instead, the blood of prophets 
and saints stains her hands. The blood of Christian martyrs that flowed through the streets of Rome continues 
to flow through her streets worldwide for more than 20 centuries (cf. Revelation 17:6). However, that time will 
soon come to an end. Their blood cries out for justice, akin to righteous Abel, and God has heard their cry. 
Moreover, her guilt cries out for judgment, and God hears it too! 
 

+++++++++ 
 

Faith Lessons: 
 
1. Avoid Idolizing Material Wealth: Revelation 18 reminds us of the fleeting nature of worldly riches and the 
dangers of placing too much importance on material possessions (Matthew 6:19-21). 
 
2. Stay Faithful to God & His Gospel: The call to separate ourselves from the sinful systems of the world 
teaches us the importance of remaining faithful to God's truths and values even when society promotes 
contrary ideas (Romans 12:2). 
 
3. Recognize God's Justice: Revelation 18 assures us of God's ultimate justice and righteousness (Psalm 37:28). 
We learn to trust in God's judgment, knowing that He will hold the wicked accountable and vindicate the 
righteous in due time (Rom. 12:18-19). 
 
4. Cultivate & Pray for Humility: The downfall of Babylon in Revelation 18 serves as a reminder of the dangers 
of pride and arrogance (Proverbs 16:18). We learn to prayerfully cultivate humility in our lives, recognizing our 
dependence on God and avoiding self-centered attitudes. 
 
5. Seek Eternal Treasures: Revelation 18 prompts us to seek treasures that have eternal value rather than 
temporary pleasures (Matthew 6:19-20). We learn to prioritize spiritual growth, relationships, sharing the 
Gospel, and service to others over the pursuit of worldly success. 
 
6. Be Prepared for Change: The sudden collapse of Babylon in Revelation 18 teaches us the importance of 
being prepared for unexpected changes and challenges in life (Proverbs 27:1). We learn to anchor our faith in 
God, who remains constant amidst the uncertainties of the world (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8). 
 

Revelation 18 Discussion Questions: 
 
1. The Fall of Babylon: 
   - What happens to Babylon in Revelation 18? Why is it important? 
   - What can we learn about the consequences of focusing too much on wealth and power from Babylon's 
downfall? 
 
2. God's Justice and Judgment: 
   - How does God punish Babylon in Revelation 18? Why does He do it? 
   - What does this tell us about God's fairness and power? 
 
3. The Call to Separation: 
   - Why are people told to stay away from Babylon in Revelation 18? 



 

 

   - How can we stay true to God even when everyone else is doing something different? 
 
4. The End of Materialism and Worldly Success: 
   - What happens to all the money and stuff in Babylon in Revelation 18? Why? 
   - What do you think God wants us to learn about wanting too much stuff from this story? 
 
5. Hope and Redemption in Revelation: 
   - Even though Babylon is destroyed in Revelation 18, what good things happen in the rest of Revelation? 
   - How does knowing that God wins in the end change the way you think about the bad stuff that happens? 


